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ings, therefore, we have to base our calculations on the actual
number of days worked per week or month* On this basis the
average earning (basic wage) of a miner comes to Rs. 7-8 to
Rs. 8-12 per month. It will be wholly wrong to thfolc that the
fall amount of even this scandalously low earning ever readies
the hands of the miner. Deductions are made by the contractor
munshis, sirdars, etc., by all sorts of means. These deduction*,
taken together, constitute1 at least 5% fi the miner's monthly
earning. So the actual basic wage that the miner gets is Rs. 7*2
to Rs. 8-6 per month.
Note: Here we have confined our attention to the miners
only, because they constitute the major proportion of coal-field
labout and are the most crucial factor in the actual miniag
operations.
DEARNESS ALLOWANCE
In March, 1943, the Railway Board sanctioned for the workers
of State Railway Collieries a dearness allowance at the flat rate
of Rs. 11 for 26 days of actual working per month. It comes to
As. 6-9 per day or Rs. 8-7 per month (on the basis of 20 days'
working). AU the workers, however, do not get the full amount.
In GiridJh, for example, about 4,000 workers under the contrac-
tors are getting only a fraction of the amount or nothing at aH.
In Bokaro the majority of workers generally get thanks to ite
raising contractors, about Rs. 3-8 per month.
RATIONS
The entire family of the worker is covered by the preseat
rationing scheme, two children being taken as equivalent to oar
adult The weekly amounts of different food grains and
suiners' goods given at present are as follows: